Wheeling Fire
Department




WHEELING FIRE DEPARTMENT

2126 Market Street - Wheeling, WV 26003

05“"41
% A
& OF WHEg, W)
g,

Larry Helms, Chief of Department

MEMORANDUM
To: Robert Herron, City Manager
From: Larry Helms, Fire Chief
Re: FISCAL YEAR 2015-2016 BUDGET

Date: January 20, 2015

I am again pleased to present the City of Wheeling Fire Department’s
accomplishments, goals and budget. The Department has answered a record
number of incidents this past year totaling 6,648.

As always, our achievements are a direct result of the efforts of our
employees. Project needs normally not associated with firefighters’ duties
are the norm in order to assist in maintaining the overall stability of the city.
For instance, our employees remodel and make necessary repairs to their
living quarters in the stations.

Public service training continues to be a strong focus that our Bureau of Fire
Prevention, Fire Investigation, and Training divisions reflect to the public.
Some of the educational programs provided are: CPR, AED, First Aid, and
Fire Extinguisher training. Hands-on life safety skills are taught to young
students with the Fire Safety House.

The Island Training Facility is beginning to take shape as a complete training
facility. This effort is in concert with our local RESA 6 training providers. The
facility will allow us to perform live burn training in Wheeling instead of
traveling to Clarksburg to meet the state requirement.

To better serve the needs of our community, we have recently replaced one
of the ambulances in our Emergency Medical fleet. In addition, the LifePac
12 will soon be updated to the current Lifepac 15 model.

Fire Chiet Bureau of Fire Prevention Fire Investigation
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Larry Helms, Chief of Department

The aging communications system is ever on our minds. Once again we have
applied to the Assistance to Firefighters Grants program requesting funding.
If selected for a grant, the award could cover up to 90% of the cost of
replacing 25-year-old portable radios. With the overwhelming support from
many prominent West Virginians, the Fire Department is hopeful. We may
have an answer as soon as April.

The changes to the city’s finance structure look favorable for reducing the
ever increasing liability in the future. This move appears to shed a bright
light on the future of the Wheeling Fire Department as well. In particular,
the allowance to proceed with filling vacant positions will positively
strengthen the department.

In response to the fiscal environment, we have taken a conservative
approach to the upcoming budget. However, the Wheeling Fire Department
is committed to providing the highest quality of service to our citizens and
the visitors of Wheeling.

Respectfully submitted,

Larry Helmsy{ /J/Z»—-

G~

Fire Chief Bureau of Fire Prevention Fire Investigation
(304) 234-3776 (304) 234-3726 (304) 234-3770 Fax # (304) 234-3644
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